


          

 
TII TRA2024  

 

Stakeholder 2022 Webinars 
 

Webinar 1 Agenda 
 

 

Date: Wednesday 30th Mar 2022 Time: 14:00 – 15:00 hrs GMT     Venue: Teams 

 

 

FROM TO  ITEM 
No. 

TITLE PRESENTER 

14:00 14:10 1 Introduction  

Objective of Webinar: to inform stakeholders of the 
current situation and next steps; obtain feedback 
 

 
 
John McCarthy, 
DoT 

14:10 14:15 2 Background to Transport Research Arena  

Origins, objectives, key stakeholders, format of the 
conference, target audience 
 

 

Albert Daly, TII 

 

14:15 14:20 3 Submission from Ireland to host TRA2024 in Dublin  

Invitation to submit Expressions of Interest, proposal 
from Ireland, why Dublin, proposed venue, format of 
conference, professional conference organiser, etc 
 

 
 
Richella 
Mulvihill, TII 

14:20 14:25 4 Format of Conference  

What a conference in 2024 will look like, on-line 
content, demonstrations, technical tours, etc 
 

 
 
Caroline 
Stanners, CPI 

14:25 14:30 5 Coordination and Support Action  

Description of CSA, objectives, consortium members, 
contribution to the event 
 

 
 
Ciaran McNally, 
UCD 

14:35 14:40 6 TRA Lisbon, November 2022 

Presence in Lisbon 
 

 
 
Albert Daly, TII 
 

14:40 14:45 7 Next Steps 

Roundtable, Where we go from here, What we would 
like from stakeholders, Suggestions from 
stakeholders  

 

 

Albert Daly, TII 

 

14:45 15:00 8 Questions and Answers ALL                                                                                                                                                                                         

   A.O.B.  

 



TRA 2024 Dublin

Minister / Department of Transport

• Key Partners TII / UCD / CPI

• Consortium Members (Key Departments, Agencies, Research Bodies)

• Stakeholders

• Lisbon Conference (Nov 2022)

• Dublin Conference (April 2024)



TRA 2024 Dublin
Previous Conferences

• ITS Europe 2013

• Velo City Dublin 2019

• IBTTA Tolling Dublin 2015

• ETC Dublin 2018 and 2019

Benefits …



TRA 2024 Dublin

Upcoming Decisions
• Attendance at Lisbon Groups

• Formation of Dublin Groups

• Procurement (Venue etc.)

• Conference format

• Website

• Lisbon attendance / handover



Transport Research Arena

TRA2024 Dublin

15-18 April 2024

Webinar 1

30 April 2022



➢ Key European transport conference
➢ Forum for presenting the latest research and innovation in the transport sector
➢ Covers all modes of transport: road, rail, water, aviation as well as cross-modality 

and passenger/freight transport in urban and inter-urban settings

➢ Set up by CEDR and other stakeholders in 2006 to provide a forum for the 
discussion of new trends affecting transport and mobility

➢ Since then the TRA conference has taken place every two years in a number of 
locations throughout Europe

TRA provides the arena for:
✓ Research, industry, public administrations, users and other stakeholders  
✓ Policy makers framing research and transport policy 
✓ New ideas, technological solutions and new business models  
✓ Experiencing the future of transport and mobility  
✓ Mobilising the best brains and exchanges of information

and best practices 

What is Transport Research Arena?



Previous TRAs
• TRA 2020, Helsinki, Finland
• TRA 2018, Vienna (3,600)
• TRA 2016, Warsaw (2,200)
• TRA 2014, Paris (2,900)
• TRA 2012, Athens (1,600)
• TRA 2010, Brussels (c800)
• TRA 2008, Ljubljana (1,181)
• TRA 2006, Goteborg (972)

Future TRAs
• TRA 2022, Lisbon, Portugal
• TRA 2024, Dublin, Ireland
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TRA Management Committee
(overall management)

International 
and National 
Stakeholders

Road
Rail
Waterborne
Air
Cross-modality

TRA Consortium members representing:
❑ Government
❑ State bodies
❑ Host region
❑ Research community
❑ Industry

TRA Programme Committee TRA Organising Committee
(detailed programme) (conference logistics)

Supported by EU through a

Coordination and support 
Action for TRA

Governance Structure



TRA Management Committee

Stakeholders (members of TRA Management Committee):

➢ European Commission

➢ Conference of European Directors of Roads (CEDR)
➢ European Road Transport Research Advisory Council (ERTRAC)
➢ European Rail Research Advisory Council (ERRAC)
➢ European Technology Platform Waterborne (Waterborne)
➢ European Technology Platform Alliance for Logistics Innovation through Collaboration in Europe (ALICE) 
➢ European Construction, built environment and energy efficient building Technology Platform (ECTP)
➢ Advisory Council for Aviation Research and Innovation in Europe (ACARE)
➢ European Transport Research Alliance (ETRA)

➢ Host of future TRA

The Commission provides funding for some elements of the conference
through  a Coordination and Support Action (CSA)

arranged via Horizon Europe



The host country is the main organiser with the following responsibilities:

➢ President of TRA Management Committee (MC)

➢ TRA Programme Committee (PC) and TRA Organising Committee (OC)

➢ Control and implementation of the MC, PC and OC decisions

➢ Legal and financial responsibilities of the organisation of the TRA

➢ Organisation of the conference

Host Country Responsibilities



Benefits to hosting TRA

➢ Opportunity to present Ireland as a Knowledge Economy
➢ Strengthen links between Ireland and wider European community
➢ Showcase Ireland as a destination for tourism
➢ Present Ireland as an innovative, progressive and collaborative country
➢ Economic benefit to Irish economy of ~€1,600 per delegate (total ~€4.8 million based on 3,000 

delegates)

➢ Opportunity to present Irish achievements in relation to transport:
o DoT, NTA, RSA, TII contribution to developing a modern transport system
o National research programmes and involvement in EU research projects
o Research capabilities of Irish third level institutions and other organisations
o Showcase for other government bodies: SFI, Enterprise Ireland, IDA, etc

➢ Generation of platform for networking and cooperation in international research
➢ Informing national policies and strategies in relation to transport
➢ Opportunity to awaken interest of young people in research and technology 
➢ Position Ireland as a recipient of investment in research and development



Vision for TRA2024 in Ireland

Based on previous experience

➢ The most important research and technology conference for transport and mobility 
in Europe

➢ Objectives:
o Multi-modal, inter-disciplinary conference focusing on innovation, collaboration 

and implementation
o Representation from all modes
o High quality speakers and presentations
o Strong involvement of Industry
o Integration of students, young talent, diversity

➢ 3,000 delegates:
o Approximately 15% from Ireland
o Small number from outside EU

▪ 40% from Research
▪ 25% from Industry
▪ 25% from Public Authorities
▪ 10% from transport infrastructure managers



Body Level One

Body Level Two

Body Level Three

Body Level Four

Body Level Five

9 An Roinn Iompair Turasóireachta agus Spóirt | Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport

Transport Research Arena Conference

TRA2024





This bid to host TRA 2024 in Ireland was proposed and formally supported by the Irish 
Department for Transport, Tourism and Sport.

The bid was also supported by:
• Department of Communications, Climate and Energy
• Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation
• Department of Education and Skills

The Consortium covers all modes of transport and includes organisations from government 
ministries and state bodies, research, host region and industry.
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Consortium Members: 4



Letters of Support from other Key Stakeholders: 5
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A City of Culture 

Music and  Entertainment 

DUBLIN



Dublin Web 

Summit

• 2015

• Royal Dublin 
Society

• 3 Day 
Conference

• 10,000 
Attendees per 
day

Dublin’s Experience

Google EMEA Sales 
Conference

• 2010

• Dublin 
Convention 
Centre

• 5 Day 
Conference

• 2,500+ 
Delegates

ERTICO European 
Congress 

• 2013

• Dublin 
Convention 
Centre

• 3 Day 
Conference

• 1,700+ 
Delegates

Dublin selected to host European Transport Conference Oct 2018 and 2019
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Royal Dublin Society

Conference venue
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Proposed TRA2024 Committees: 12
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The TRA 2024 Conference Theme will align with 
the TRA Management Committee’s vision for TRA.

The Theme will align with the “Green Deal” – Europe’s ambition to be the first climate-
neutral continent – and the actions identified in the Green Deal Roadmap:

➢ investing in environmentally-friendly technologies
➢ supporting industry to innovate
➢ rolling out cleaner, cheaper and healthier forms of private and public transport
➢ decarbonising the energy sector
➢ ensuring buildings are more energy efficient
➢ working with international partners to improve global environmental standards



15

The theme will encompass the future policy framework set out in Horizon Europe, the 
UE’s next research and innovation framework to be launched in January 2021. It is 
difficult at this point to anticipate all of the potential themes and hot topics for TRA 
2024. We expect the following themes will remain relevant for transport in 2024.

The TRA 2024 Conference Theme will align with 
the TRA Management Committee’s vision for TRA.



Suggested Theme

The Theme for TRA 2024 will be developed and agreed with the TRA 
Management Committee following an evaluation of the conclusions of 

both TRA2020 (Helsinki) and TRA2022 (Lisbon).

“Moving towards a Responsive Transport Ecosystem”
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TRA2024: Coordination & Support Action

Ciaran McNally

UCD School of Civil Engineering

ciaran.mcnally@ucd.ie

mailto:ciaran.mcnally@ucd.ie


• CSA submitted 14th September 2021

• Approved 17th December 2021

• Likely start date 1st May 2022

• Total funding request: €1.499 million

Overview



Support the delivery of the TRA Conference

• Liaise with key EU stakeholders

• Design an event programme that supports all modes equally.

• Design a system for demonstration activities / technical tours

• Publish high-quality scientific conference outputs

Project Objectives



• Support research excellence by recognising Europe’s leading 

researcher <TRA VISIONS competition>

• Provide link with the EU Presidency

• Design & implement an effective promotion campaign

• Provide link with previous TRA conferences

Project Objectives

https://www.travisions.eu/TRAVisions/


Partners

• University College Dublin (IE)

• CERTH (EL)

• Deep Blue (IT)

• ECTRI (BE)

• EURNEX (DE)

• FEHRL (BE)

• Magellan (PT)

• POLIS (BE)

• Sea Europe (BE)

• SLOT Consulting (HU)

• Trinity College Dublin (IE)

• WEGEMT (NL)

• University of Newcastle 

(UK)



• Finalise grant agreement

• Shadowing TRA2022 (Lisbon)

• Short time between conferences – fast start essential

– Conference themes, call for papers etc

Next Steps





The conference provides a forum for sharing the latest innovations

and solutions for the future of mobility and transport

TRA Lisbon 2022

Portugal 14-17 November 2022
Lisbon Congress Center (CCL)

https://lisbonvenues.pt/centro-de-congressos-de-lisboa/


Target audiences

o H2020 /Horizon Europe/etc. projects, 

other initiatives & networks, previous 

TRA conference organisers

o Regions and cities

o Media e.g. journalists and bloggers

o Citizens in general for wider society

o Industry

o Academia (universities, research 

institutes/centres, think tanks)

o European Commission, European Parliament, 

policy makers and international organisations

o European Technology Platforms and 

Associations stakeholders and members (ETPs, 

CEDR and ETRA)



Conference Programme

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

SOCIAL PROGRAMME

Plenary Sessions

Strategic  Sessions

Scientific & Technical 
Sessions

Invited & Special 
Sessions

Side Events

Exhibition Area

Technical Visits

Demonstration Areas

Networking & B2B 
Sessions

TRA Visions Awards

GALA DINNER



Main themes



Date & Location

Lisbon, Portugal from 14-17 November 2022 at the Lisbon Congress Center (CCL)

https://lisbonvenues.pt/centro-de-congressos-de-lisboa/


Venue



Exhibition area



IMPORTANT DATES

o TRA2022: 14-17 November 2022

o TRA2022 Webinars: 18 October 2021, 23 February 2022

o Abstract submission deadline: 31 December 2021

o Notification of abstract acceptance: 31 January 2022

o Full-paper submission deadline: 30 April 2022

o Notification of full-paper acceptance: 30 June 2022

o Call for Demonstrations: 31 March 2022

o Call for Exhibitions: 31 July 2022

See website for full details www.traconference.eu



TRA 2022 Website

www.traconference.eu



TRA2022 Video update

TRA2022 video updated 

with latest information 

and new logos

Available on YouTube 

and landing page

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NCGWakj-AE&t=1s&ab_channel=TRAconference


@TRA_Conference

Traconference 

traconference.eu

Transport Research Arena (TRA)

TRAconference

traconference2022

See you in Lisbon!

https://twitter.com/TRA_Conference
https://www.linkedin.com/company/transport-research-arena-tra-/
http://www.facebook.com/traconference
http://www.traconference.eu/


HOSTED AND ORGANISED 
BY:

IN COOPERATION WITH:

CO-ORGANISED 
BY

TOGETHER WITH:



e-mail for correspondence/feedback/suggestions: TRA2024SD@tii.ie

Slides will be posted on TII Website https://www.tii.ie/

TII research section – Road to TRA2024

Link to TRA2022 in Lisbon: Full details of the conference can be found at 
https://traconference.eu/

WRAP UP

https://www.tii.ie/
https://www.tii.ie/technical-services/research/road-to-tra2024/
https://traconference.eu/

